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UNIT: Matisse - Mixed Media
Lesson: Style Myself Matisse! Self Portrait collage with painting
Grade Level: Elementary (examples are 3rd grade) 
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Objectives: Students will:   

· explore Matisse's art

· identify characteristics of Matisse's style

· create a portrait using identified characteristics of his work

Essential Questions:
What is Matisse's style?

In what media did Matisse work?

Materials:
18" x 24" white paper
12" x 9" construction paper (cut a variety of colors) each student needs 2 pieces
pencils
glue, scissors
colored chalk
oil pastels
black paint
brushes   (optional: Mirrors)

Resources:  
Video: "Dropping in on Matisse" (Crystal Productions 1-800-255-8629 or Art Video World 1-800-644-3429)

Matisse Portraits by John Klein (for teacher reference)

Examples of Matisse portraits and collage work (many good ones can be found on line)

Motivation/Instruction: 
Ask students if they have a style? Do they have certain things they like to wear? Music they like to listen to? Way that they like to talk? All of these things and many more make them uniquely them! If we really get to know you we might even be able to guess what you like and what you don't, because we would know what is more your style.

Just like they do, artists have style. We are going to study the style of one very famous and unique artist his name is Henri Matisse. (Introduce Matisse- through book or video and or prints.)

Talk to them about what they think Matisse likes best in his pictures.

To make sure that students are thinking about each characteristic of Matisse, I don't give them all the directions all at once.

Studio Procedures:

Day 1: First, I will have them pick out two pieces of colored paper and the larger white paper. I will instruct them to think about the pictures they have seen and cut out LARGE shapes. But before they begin give them one last challenge! Tell them they must glue down all the paper. No scraps should be thrown away. Also show them how to glue things down
well. (Matisse characteristic - biomorphic and geometric shapes - cut paper collage)

I would only give them about 10 minutes for this, then we get out our pencils. Tell them they are going to be drawing a portrait of themselves (or a classmate if you prefer). Matisse studied many different types of art. He could paint realistic or  abstract. Talk the class through proportions of the face. (characteristic: Painted portraits, abstraction)

Day 2: On the second class, students think about what style is to get warmed up. I ask them what some of the characteristics are that we have used so far on our pictures. After students are finished with their drawing (this might spill over from the last class), then students will add color to the portrait. I caution them- do not fill in the background with chalk; Matisse liked to have some white showing.

Day3: The third class, students add oil pastel patterns to the background. Then the final touch would be to outline major parts of their picture with black paint. I suggest the face shape and the hair and nose for sure, but they will need to make a decision on mouth, eyes and background

Critique student work - compare to the work of Henri Matisse. What is similar? What is different?

