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Directed Color Sketches in a Series
In this project you select a simple pencil sketch by each student - it should be of an object (their own shoe is a popular subject). Photocopy them, making six copies of each. Then use the same "rule" process in class to have them color their six drawings. Crayons, colored pencils, craypas or markers will all work just fine on this paper. Each photocopy is colored differently, with its colors determined by a different set of rules. For example, for one you might direct them this way: "Color the exterior of your object a primary color." When they have done that, you say "Color its interior with the complement of the exterior color you chose. Then, "For the background, if the exterior is a warm color, make the background a cool color, and vice versa." And so on, with various combinations that you make up and dictate to the class. And example of some finished drawings colored this way is shown below. 
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You'll want to take some time at the beginning to go over "definitions" - everyone should be clear what is meant by the exterior of the object, the interior of the object, and the background. You can also have them outline the object with one of the colors. If you do this, remember to give the direction for the outline color before you do the background color, so it will stand out. If your students are ready for shading, you can include shading with a complement as one of the steps. 

This directed approach to color is not only fun (the students think of it as a game) but it yields results that are visually exciting and your students will use colors in ways they would never have thought of. They also find it exciting to be free from coloring something the color that is usually associated with it! 

