Submitted by Gina Arena 
UNIT: Collage (Braque, Picasso, Matisse, Bearden, Carle)
Lesson: painted/patterned paper collage 
Grade Level: Fourth grade  
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Day 1, Students will look at collages by Braque, Picasso, Matisse, Bearden, and Eric Carle. We will discuss the history of collage and its emergence from Cubism. Students will learn that collage can be abstract and represent an idea, or more realistic illustrations or narratives. They will respond to the artworks shown and analyze how the artists used shape, color and texture to convey the tone, mood or message of the piece.

Day 2, Students will take a b/w copy of a picture and use markers to identify and color in shapes, flattening the picture. This exercise  will help them break down images into simple shapes. Students will use the remaining time to come up with an idea for their own collages. Students will have a choice in creating a collage illustration (like Eric Carle or Romare Bearden), or a "secret" collage (like Matisse).

Day 3, Students will create their own painted paper, using things other than brushes to paint in texture (ala Eric Carle), such as bubble wrap, toothbrushes, feathers, paint scrapers, etc.

Day 4 & 5, Students will assemble their collages.

Day 6, Students present their work to the class. Students who chose "secret" collages will let the
class guess what their work is about.

Students will be assessed on their use of shape, color, and texture in their collage. They will have to answer the question: Of the artists we looked at, who's is your collage most like and why? Gina said that most students showed influence of Eric Carle. "The Gates" closely fit her objective of the lesson (to go beyond mimicking style).
